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INTRODUCTION

The students and staff at Mallacoota Central Classes were proud to be involved in the production of a book about the natural environment of our town and area. We consider it a privilege to be able to write a book about the forests and lakes we love. Let’s hope that when we die it will still be as lovely as now. Because we love it, we hope that through this book other people will learn to love and respect it too.

I would personally like to thank all the students who have been involved with the Bird Observer’s Club over the past years, but, especially, Mick Brackley and Laurie Morrison who have been involved with this project for four years.

Many townspeople have helped us with information and we thank them for their help. Ken Morrison, National Park Ranger, deserves a special mention for his enthusiastic and valuable assistance. Roy Wheeler and Rex Buckingham of the Bird Observers Club have assisted us greatly with the collection of information and Steve Wadsworth went to great trouble to provide photographs for us and, of course, helped us find and photograph the Beach Stone Curlew.

The typist, Cathy Wadsworth, ( yes, they are related) was tremendous in typing up the world’s most difficult list.

We hope you enjoy this book and Mallacoota too.

BRUCE PASCOE
August 1979

HISTORY OF LAND 

SETTLEMENT AND

 NATIONAL PARKS

The first land settlement at Mallacoota was in about 1846 when Captain Stevenson landed by boat and farmed near Captain’s Point. Most settlement following was on the east side, as there were no roads between Melbourne and Mallacoota. Farms and gold mines and many camps followed around the lake and the hotel at Lakeview was established by John Augustus Dorron, born Port Royal, Nova Scotia, 1830. the original cemetery was established very early and contains some of the pioneers. The hotel licence was moved to present day Mallacoota in 1922.

The diary of James Smelly, an early pioneer, shows that many properties were well established in 1872. Properties such as Harrison’s Marshmead ( now jack Buckland’s) Fairhaven ( Hansen’s), Bucknalls where the two pine trees are at Harrison’s channel, and Bucknall’s store at Gipsy Point were all mentioned in 1872 entries. Devlins were after land next to Captain Stevenson. Devlin’s house had loop holes cut in the timber to fight off the blacks.

The National Park was discussed and proposed in 1909, and declared in 1936. First staff to look after it were posted in 1965. The park was established because locals wanted to see the timbered areas around the lake setting preserved.

KEN MORRISON


NATIONAL PARK RULES 

National Park rules are clearly displayed at various points around the Park. Below are some of the most important rules.

Shooting or trapping of animals and birds is prohibited, as is the picking or removal of native plants.

Fires are to be lit in the fireplaces provided and nowhere else.

Visitors are required to follow defined tracks only, especially in sand dune areas.

MALLACOOTA

Mallacoota in the moonlight

Has a glory all its own,

When the mighty sea is muttering

In a muffled undertone;

And when rain is on the waters

And the heavens give no light,

The light from mighty Gabo,

Like a great sword cleaves the night

Edward Harrington

He who seeks a paradise seeks far,

But he who seeks a paradise like Mallacoota,

Seeks even further.

Mick Brackley

And to these green ranges

I have come to rest,

With the sea before me

And the warm hills, my home.

Jack Blackstone

THE MALLACOOTA AREA

For our purposes in this book we are considering an area bounded by a line running north from the mouth of the Benedore River to the Princes Highway, from the Princes Highway to the New South Wales border and along the border to the coast.

FUTURE ADDITIONS
At the end of the list we have included several blank pages. As more birds are added to our list we will print off addendums, which can be pasted to one of the blank pages. If you wish to receive one of these additional lists, please write to the Mallacoota P12 College. We will advise through the pages of the Bird Observer’s magazine when these lists are ready. Stamped, addressed envelopes would be appreciated for the despatch of the lists.

If you se any birds not on our list, please let us know so that we can keep this booklet up to date. Happy birding!

NON-PASSERINES

i. B= Breeding

ii. E- Eggs

iii. Y- Young

1.
EMU (Dromaius novahollandiae) Often seen in open bushland and farmland in the Wangrabelle and Genoa area.

2. GREAT CRESTED GREBE( Podiceps cristatus) One seen on Bottom Lake near Karbeethong as recorded in the first edition of “Birds Of Mallacoota”. Other records exist for Barracoota Lake.

3. HOARY HEADED GREBE( Poliocephalus poliocephalus) Quite common on lake and river systems, particularly around wharf and jetties at Mallacoota.

4. LITTLE GREBE
(Tachybaptus novaehollandiae novaholliandiae)Often seen in the company with Hoary Headed Grebe in same location. More common than above species. A flotilla of 15-20 birds are often seen near the wharf. A bird was recently seen by a party of fishermen as it was snatched from the water by a Sea Eagle.

5. LITTLE PENGUIN (Eudyptula minor) “Fairy Penguin” Often seen at Bastion Point at night and very common on Gabo Island.

6. WHITE CAPPED ALBATROSS (Diaomeda cauta) Recorded in first edition of “Birds of Mallacoota” at Shipwreck Creek.

7. WANDERING ALBATROSS ( Phoebetria fusca)  Periodic sightings at sea near Gabo Island. Substantiated records by Roy Wheeler in 1950 and 1952.

8. SOOTY ALBATROSS (phoebetria fusca) Paul Chick found a beach washed specimen of this bird on the east side of the entrance in May 1969.\

9. BLACK BROWED ALBATROSS ( Diomedia melanophrys) Roy Wheeler recorded this bird near Gabo Island in 1950 and 1952. Like the Wandering Albatross it is probably a far more frequent visitor than these records suggest.

10. YELLOW NOSED ALBATROSS ( Diomedfia chlorohynchos) Recorded by Roy Wheeler near Gabo in 1952.

11. SOUTHERN GIANT PETREL( Macronectres giganteus) recorded by Roy Wheeler near Gabo in 1952.

12. ANTARCTIC FULMAR ( Fulmarus glacialoides) A beach washed specimen of this species was found in April 1975 by Ken Morrison, Mallacoota national Park ranger.

13. WHITE HEADED PETREL ( Pterodroma lessorii) This bird has been sighted very infrequently. Records exist of the Nadgee Nature Reserve ( beach washed) and David Hollands found a dead bird in the bush east of Cann.

14. MEDIUM BILLED PRION ( Pachyptila salvini Records from this bird have been given by Hans Beste, Roy Wheeler and Len Robinson. 

15. SLENDER-BILLED PRION ( Pachyptila belcheri ) Records from this bird have been given by Hans Beste, Roy Wheeler and Len Robinson. The specimen was beach washed in the late 1960’s along with a Medium Billed Prion.

16. FAIRY PRION (Pachyptila turtur) The first edition of ‘Birds of Mallacoota” records a beach washed specimen at Bastion Point and Howe flat beach.

17. SOOTY SHEARWATER ( Puffinus griseus) D.S. Serventy in “The Emu” volume 52, reports that migration to breeding islands in Tasmania bring this species past Mallacoota Several species found washed up on beaches after heavy weather.

18. SHORT TAILED SHEARWATER ( Puffinus gavia) otherwise know as the Mutton bird, this bird passes Mallacoota in its migration flight to Tasmania. The first edition of “Birds of Mallacoota” has a very comprehensive record of the migration of 1962 together with a study of beached washed specimens and a description of birds feeding in the surf and enjoying riding the waves. Many thousands of these birds migrate every year. Perhaps the number is closer to millions as dense clouds are often seen as they pass on migration to the Bass Strait islands. 


19. FLUTTERING SHEARWATER ( Puffinus tenuirostris) Much less common that the Short Tailed Shearwater and only odd birds are seen amongst vast flocks of migrating Short Tails.

20. WILSON’S STORM PETREL (Oceanites oceanicus) This species recorded by D.L. Serventy to volume 52 of “The Emu”.

21. COMMON DIVING PETREL (Pelecanoides urinatrix) Laurie Amlet sighted this bird several times in the 1950s out from Mallacoota. Records exist for the Nadge nature Reserve including a beach washed specimen in October 1972.

22. WHITE-FACED STORM PETREL (Pelagodroma marina) David Hollands has recorded this bird off Mallacoota.

23. AUSTRALIAN PELICAN (Pelecanus conspicillatus) This bird has become our school emblem and there can’t be many more beautiful sights than squadrons of pelicans flying over Mallacoota Inlet. These stately birds are often seen around the wharf. In 1976 a group of eleven birds were often seen around the town ( overhead) and on Goodwin Sands, one of which, had a piece of nylon rope tied to its leg. This bird was later found dead, then there were ten. This season up to 40 birds have been seen on the lake, often “helping” Kitch Allan as he nets bream. After you have cleaned your fish don’t forget to give a share to our mates.

24. AUSTRALIAN GANNET ( Morus serrator) Very common sight off all ocean beaches around Mallacoota. Usually in flocks of about 30, but the first edition of “Birds of Mallacoota” records a flock of 100 off the beach west of the Betka.

25. DARTER ( Anhinga melanogaster) Occasionally seen in Genoa and Wallagaraugh rivers once in Len Steven’s paddock on the Genoa River flats. This large body of water is a good area for wading and dabbling birds.

26. BLACK FACED CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax fuscesens) Recorded in The Bird Observer 1955, and in 1974 and 1976 at Bastion Point by David Plant. Roy Wheeler states that these birds live on a group of rocks called The Skerries off Wingan Inlet.

27. PIED CORMORANT ( Phalacrocorax varius) This bird is seen quite frequently, especially along ocean beaches and near the inlet, but it is definitely not a common bird.

28. LITTLE PIED CORMORANT ( Phalacrocorax melanoleucos) A very common bird around the lakes and any area of water including dams, ponds and creeks.

29. BLACK CORMORANT ( Phalacrocorax carbo)  Large flocks of this bird ( up to 25) are sometimes seen on jetties and rocks around bottom lake.

30. LITTLE BLACK CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax sulcirostris) About as common as the preceding species, but probably more widely dispersed around Top and Bottom Lake.

31. WHITE-NECKED HERON ( Ardea pacifica) This beautiful bird is sometimes seen singly or in pairs around the ponds and dams, especially on the Genoa River flats. A pair of these birds in courtship flight slowly wheeling and gliding in thermal currents is a truly beautiful experience. If all men and women were so generous and gentle in love, some of this world’s problems might not exist.

32. WHITE-FACED HERON ( Ardea novaehollandiae) A very common bird in the area. Often groups of 30-50 on Genoa flats. Odd birds are always seen around the lakes and creeks. (B.E.Y.)

33. CATTLE EGRET (Ardeola ibis) We now have regular visitors of this species. Dot Bruce and Bruce Pascoe first recorded this bird in 1976. One bird in De Geus’s paddock ( Genoa) appeared to be following one particular Black Poll cow. One may speculate on this strange relationship.

34. LARGE EGRET (Egretta alba) Often seen around the lakes or river flats in pairs or singly. A lagoon west of Park ranger’s residence, just below Raheen, is a good place to see these and other waders.

35. LITTLE EGRET ( Egretta garzetta) Len Robinson and Bruce Pascoe both have records of this species for 1976. The bird is sometimes seen in the lagoon described above.

36. REEF HERON ( Egretta Cacra) Reef Herons are sometimes seen in grey plumage at bastion Point, Shipwreck Creek, and Steve Wadsworth and Bruce Pascoe recently saw one bird on rocks near Cape Howe. All records we have, are of the bird resting on rocks near the ocean or in passage.

37. MANGROVE HERON ( Butorides striatus) The Mangrove Heron was first recorded for Mallacoota in 1975. It has subsequentially been seen by Steve Wadsworth and Bruce Pascoe in the same place as recorded by Len Robinson, ie Coull’s Point. A favourite place for this bird is the sand bar in front of the entrance of Shady Gully Creek into the lake.  This is, in fact, a good place for many waders.

38. NANKEEN NIGHT-HERON (Nycticorax caledonicus) Two or three birds are occasionally seen in tall trees around the town, and a pair annually visit a tree in Harry Souter’s garden. Also seen in a tree beside Jordan’s store.

39. BLACK BITTERN ( Dupetor flavicollis) This bird was recently seen by Hans Beste in the area.

40. WHITE IBIS ( Threskiornis molucca) Quite common in farmland around the lake and at Genoa. Groups of about 20 often seen at Genoa.

41. STRAW-NECKED IBIS (Threskiornis spinicollis) Very infrequently seen. Only one  record by Bruce Pascoe of two birds flying overhead at Genoa. Probably a more regular visitor than this suggests. Perhaps it is overlooked by people making reports in the expectation that it is fairly common here.

42. ROYAL SPOONBILL (Platalea regia) Occasionally seen on sand bars near wharf and in other parts of lakes and also Genoa flats.

43. YELLOW-BILLED SPOONBILL ( Platalea flavipes) Quite common and found in same areas as Royal Spoonbills. Up to ten birds can be found feeding together at Mallacoota.

44. BLACK SWAN (Cygnus atratus) Quite numerous. Plentiful at Double Creek Arm and on the Genoa flats over 100 birds are often seen. (B.E.Y.) Often seen flying parallel with the coast.

Photo of swan by Steve Wadsworth

45 CAPE BARREN GOOSE (Cereopsis novaehollandiae) Several locals have reported seeing this bird. Mick Brackley reports that the birds was seen in early 1976 on the beach near Captain Steven’s Point. Mick said the dull yellowish bill and dull grey colour were obvious in the good light available, and many people crowded the beach to view the bird. Ken Bridle reports seeing the bird at Shipwreck Creek at the same time in 1976.

46 MOUNTAIN DUCK ( Tadorna tadornoides) Ken Morrison has a record of this species on the Genoa flats and it is also recorded in Nadgee Nature Reserve.

47 BLACK DUCK (Anas supciliosa) Common. Up to 30 birds on Genoa flats and common in Harrison’s Creek. (B.E.Y.)

48 GREY TEAL (Anas gibberifrons) Occasionally seen on the Genoa flats. (Y)

49 CHESTNUT TEAL (Anas castanea) Occasionally seen on the Genoa flats and in other quiet water around the lakes and rivers.

50 WHITE-EYED DUCK (Aythya australis) Not common, but sometimes seen on Genoa flats and reported by shooters in other areas along the rivers.

Photo of Black Shouldered Kite by Steve Wadsworth

51. WOOD DUCK ( Chenonetta jubata) Vast numbers ( over 150) see on Genoa flats. It is interesting to note that the first edition of “ Birds of Mallacoota” listed most ducks as uncommon and doesn’t record woodies at all. Perhaps the development of the pond in Len Steven’s paddock following the 1972 flood has increased the habitat for these birds. At Becker’s Mill on the Maramingo a family of Wood ducks have adopted the place and regularly breed there. (B.E.Y.)

52. MUSK DUCK (Viziura lobata)  occasionally seen and on most accounts always singly. The bird is sometimes seen around the lake and at lagoons near the entrance.

53. OSPREY( Pandion haliaetus) a record appears in the Victorian Naturalist ( volume 12, no 7) and Ken Morrison has a couple of records of birds in the area. I believe I saw the bird once at the golf course in low tea tree on the cliff edge. I would appreciate any reports of sightings in this area.

54. BLACK-SHOULDERED KITE (elanus notatus)  In 1975 a pair of these birds were often seen in Billy Bruce’s paddock, opposite the wharf. They also hovered over the nearby islands. These are amongst the most beautiful birds and it pleased us all that this bird decided to visit us. David Hollands observed the nesting from his hide. The hide was placed on top of a tower opposite the nesting birds.

55. LETTER-WINGED KITE (Elanus scriptus)  Just after these birds began to appear at Werribee, Bruce Pascoe and the Beckers saw a pair of birds in the paddock at Maramingo Creek in February 1977. They sat on the fence posts in the paddock and allowed us a quite close approach. David Holland’s reports that slightly before this he recorded 11 and then later 13 Kites at Barracoota Lake on two separate visits. Perhaps the two Genoa birds were en route to Barracoota.

56. SQUARE-TAILED KITE ( Lophoictinia isura) There is a record for this bird in The Australian Bird Watcher (volume 2, no 5). David Hollands records a sighting near Double Creek in 1976. This area should be observed closely for evidence of these birds.


Whistling Kite photo by Steve Wadsworth

57.
WHISTLING KITE 
(Haliastur sphenurus) Quite a common bird in the area and there are

records of it nesting at Genoa, Shady Gully and Karbeethong. Every suitable site appears to have a pair of Kites. Some people will tell you they are Sea Eagles- nod, smile and ignore it. Beth Brown and other Karbeethong residents watched a pair nesting this Spring and David Hollands watched them closely from his hide. (B.E.Y.)

58. BROWN GOSHAWK ( Accipter fasciatus) The first edition of “Birds of Mallacoota” records Goshawks at Shady Gully, Marshmead and Johnson’s bridge ( Wallagaraugh River).

59. COLLARED SPARROWHAWK ( Accipter cirrhocephalus) Recorded in “Emu” ( volume 14, page 137). This is a hard birds to pick and reports should be examined closely.

60. GREY GOSHAWK (Accipter novaehollandiae) Alan McEvery has a record for this bird at Mangan’s Lake about 2 years ago.

Photo White Breasted Sea Eagle  Hans Beste

61. WHITE BREASTED SEA EAGLE ( Haliaetus leucogaster) It is quite common to see one or two of these birds while boating on the lake or on the Wallagaraugh River, or while you are drinking on the verandah of the Gipsy Point Hotel. There are several permanent nests and pairs around the area. David Hollands has excellent photographs and records of this bird. (B.E.Y.)

62. WEDGE-TAILED EAGLE (Aquila audax) Wedgies are quite frequently seen around the area, especially at Genoa, but are probably not as common as Sea Eagles.

63. LITTLE EAGLE (Hieraaotus morphnoides) Reported in the Autralian Bird Watcher (volume 2 no 5). Not often recorded apparently. Similar to Whistling Kite, but has flattened wing plane in flight, whereas the Whistler has hipped wings with a noticeable seperation of the primaries. The Sea Eagle in flight has a distinct sharp “V” shaped wing pattern.

64. SWAMP HARRIER ( Circus aeruginosus) This bird is often seen around the Genoa River flats, terrorising ducks and giving seagulls nesting on islands in front of the wharf a very hard time. Each night at about 4 p.m. during October and November, these birds usually pick up a young seagull each. The cycle of life is a savage and beautiful thing. Swamp Harriers have also been seen to eat carrion from the roadside.

65. BLACK FALCON (Falco subniger) Reported in the Victorian naturalist 9 volume 12, no 7).

Very few reports of this bird and all need confirming/. As a silhouette it can be confused with a Raven. Several times it has been independently reported to have been seen in a dead tree on the coast a few hundred meters west of Shipwreck Creek. When I saw it, it appeared to fly like a Falcon and did not call, which one would have expected of a Raven.

66.  PEREGRINE FALCON (Falco peregrinus) Occasionally seen around the park. A pair reported by myself at Genoa. These two birds were systematically attacking ducks in the pond next to John Polo’s Shell garage. A bird was seen by Steve Wadsworth at the Mallacoota tip. It swooped in and killed a seagull which exploded in a cloud of feathers with the impact.

67. LITTLE FALCON ( Falco longipennis) Once again this bird is occasionally seen and almost always around the lakes and lagoons near the entrance.

68. BROWN FALCON (Falco berigora) Seen occasionally singly or in pairs. Appears in most suitable sites around the district.

69. NANKEEN KESTREL ( Falco conchroides) Not common. Sometimes seen in open paddocks around Genoa.

70. STUBBLE QUAIL (Coturnix pectoralis) Reported in the “Emu” (volume 17). Very few records.

71. BROWN QUAIL ( Coturnix australis) Sometimes flushed in heath areas along the coast.

72. KING QUAIL ( Coturnix chinesis) Sometimes seen around the coastal heaths.

73. PAINTED BUTTON-QUAIL ( Turnix varis) A report exists from the open forest around Maramingo Creek as reported in the first edition of “Birds of Mallacoota”.

74. LITTLEBUTTON-QUAIL ( Turnix volox) Reported in “Emu” (volume 17 page 107).

75. LAND RAIL “BANDED LAND RAIL” ( Rallus phillippensis) Hans Beste recorded this bird in Mallacoota in 1971.

76. WATER RAIL “ LEWIN WATER RAIL” ( Rallus pectoralis) A report appeared in the Bird Observer ( September 1970) of this bird on the Genoa River.

77. MARSH CRAKE ( Pozana pisilla) A report from this bird appeared in the Bird Observer, February 1955.

78. SPOTTED CRAKE ( Pozano fluminea) Hans Beste has a record from this bird in 1971. These shy Crakes and Rails could possibly be more common than these reports suggest. The habitat for them is quite abundant- at the present time.

79. DUSKY MOORHEN ( Callinula tenebrosa) These birds are not common, but are sometimes seen in the creek which crosses the road near the Karbeethong turn-off and also on the Genoa flats.

80. SWAMPHEN ( Porphyrio porpyrio) Common, especially on the Genoa flats. A group are always present in Len Steven’s paddock.

81. COOT (Fulica atra) Quite common around the creek flats.

82. BUSTARD (Ardectis australis) Mr John Grady reported in the Bird Observer’s club notes of March 1933 that “The Australian Bustard has ben observed in the district”. Perhaps they were all eaten during the depression, but most experienced birdos find this report hard to “swallow” ( pardon the ornithological pun)

.

83. BEACH STONE CURLEW (Burhinus neglectus) This bird was seen by Steve Wadsworth, Bruce Pascoe, Mick Brackley’ Laurie Morrison, Noel Bruce, Kathy Rankin and several other students, 

Goat island, when they were taking photographs from this book on July 6th, at 11am. We were canoeing amongst the islands opposite the wharf when we landed and flushed a bird as we walked along the shore of one island. We observed the bird for some time and Steve took several photos. Noel Bruce and Angus Churnside, saw the bird on the following Saturday. Rex Buckingham made some enquiries and found that until the 19302 it had not been seen south of the Tweed River, but more recent reports indicate that the bird has been sighted near Newcastle. Hans Beste and Jan McCann saw the bird on the east side of the entrance last November  1977. If this is the same bird that we saw earlier, it appears to be moving about a bit, but may settle here. Will it find a mate?

Photo Beach Stone Curlew on the Islands at Mallacoota. Steve Wadsworth

84. PIED OYSTERCATCHER( Haematopus ostralegus) Quite common around sandbars and beaches. Usually in pairs, but sometimes in groups of up to a dozen (B.Y.)

85. SOOTY OYSTERCATCHER ( Haematopus Fullginosus) Not nearly as coomon as Pid Oystercatchers. Bastion Point and areas of rock along the coast are favourite haunts of these shy birds.

86. MASKED PLOVER “SPUR-WINGED PLOVER” (Vanellus Miles) Quite a common bird in the area. Usually seen in pairs about the open farm areas along creeks and rivers, and about the beaches (E.Y.)

87. BANDED PLOVER ( Vanellus tricolor) This Plover was reported in the “Emu” ( volume 14)

88. GREY PLOVER ( Pluvialis squatarola) Also reported in the “Emu” (volume 14)

89. EASTERN GOLDEN PLOVER (Pluvialis dominica) Not a common bird, but very occasionally seen on sand bars in Bottom lake.

90. HOODEN DOTTEREL(  Charadrius rubicollis) Pairs of the birds are quite often seen on suitable sand bars and beaches. (E.Y.)

91. MONGOLIAN DOTTEREL (Charadrius mongolus) David Hollands recorded one of these birds on Goodwin Sands on 25.1.72 and 18.1.72

92. DOUBLE BANDED DOTTEREL 
( Charadrius bicintus) These birds are sometimes seen on the beaches. The sand spit forming the western side of the entrance is a favourite locality for these birds in Spring.

93. RED-CAPPED DOTTEREL ( Charadrius ruficapillus) Probably the most common Dotterel in the area. Appears in groups on suitable areas of sand. (E.Y.)

94. BLACK-FRONTED DOTTEREL ( Charadrius melanops) Not common but is sometimes seen on sand near the Genoa bridge. Recent reports from Bruce Pascoe- 74, 75, 76. Richard Loyne 76. Roy Wheeler and Len Robinson 1976.

95. PIED STILT “WHITE-HEADED” (Himantopus himantopus) One of the birds seen in Spring in 1974 on salt marsh at Coull’s Point by Bruce Pascoe. No records since that date.

96. TURNSTONE ( Arenaria interpres) Occasionally seen around the sandbars near the entrance.

97. EASTERN CURLEW (Numenius madagascariensis) Curlews are quite noticeable around the islands and lagoons in Spring and Summer. Always a welcome visitor as it means that Spring

is really with us.

98. ‘“Emu” ( volume 14) records this bird and it is sometimes seen on Goodwin Sands.

99. GREY-TAILED TATTLER ( Tringa brevipes) Sometimes appears in groups on Goodwin Sands.

100. COMMON SANDPIPER ( Tringa hypoleucos) Jim Mc Naughton ( Canberra) recorded this bird at Mallacoota in 1976. Also recorded by Norm and Joan Vincent on 28.8.71 at the Benedore River.

101. GREENSHANK ( Tringa nebularia) Very occasionally seen around the lake.

102. JAPANESE SNIPE ( Gallinago hardwickii) Occasionally seen in marshes around the area. Records for Gipsy Point and near Princes Highway, east of Yandown track, near what is called the Little White Bridge. Don’t look for the bridge- it was pulled down many years ago. Also seen on the edge of a cleared paddock by Bruce Pascoe in Spring 1978.

103. BAR-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa lapponica) Quite common during the Spring around the sand bars and islands of the Bottom lake.

104. KNOT ( Callidris canutus) David Hollands reports that the Knot is “ more or less frequent from August to January in most years, usually on Goodwin Sands or towards the entrance”. Greatest number seen in one flock was 15.

105. GREAT KNOT ( Callidris tenuirostris) David Hollands also reports that a “single great Knot was seen on a sand bar near Rabbit Island on 19.1.73”.

106. SHARP-TAILED SANDPEPER (Callidrus acuminata) A few records of this bird on islands and sand bars.

107. RED-NECKED STINT (Callidris ruficollis)  Quite a common wader appearing on sand bars and islands in numbers up to 150 or more.

108. CURLEW SANDPIPER (Callidris ferrunginea)  Reported in “Emu” ( volume 14) and sometimes seen around the islands.

109. SANDERLING (Callidris alba) Hans Beste recorded this bird here in 1970.

 Reported in “Emu” (volume 14) and records have occasionally appeared since.

111. ARTIC SKUA ( stercoarius parasiticus) occasional records off the coast. Recently sighted harrying Terns and Silver Gulls off Big Beach.

112. POMARINE SKUA (Stercorarius pomarinus) Laurie Amlet has a record of this bird for 1964.

113. SILVER GULL ( Larus novaehollandiae) If  you don’t see any of these it’s time to hang up your binoculars. Nest on islands in Bottom Lake. Students did a survey of eggs some years ago and reported to Bird Observers, September 1974. (B.E.Y.)

114. PACIFIC GULL (Larus pacificus) Young birds quite often seen around the islands and sand bars and adult birds can sometimes be seen here, but are often seen on our ocean beaches.

115. SOUTHERN BLACK-BILLED GULL (“DOMINICAN” ( Laurus dominicanus) Ken Morrison has recorded this bird in 1968.

116. GULL-BILLED TERN ( Gelochelldon nilotica) Rod Sympson has a record of this bird for February 1975.

117. CASPIAN TERN ( Hydropogne caspia) Seen quite often about the Bottom Lake. Approximately one for every 50 Crested Terns. These birds are quite aggressive at nesting time to which Mick Brackley can testify. (E.Y.)

118. WHITE-FRONTED TERN ( Sterna striata) Hans Beste has a record for 1970, Len Robinson and Roy Wheeler recorded it near the entrance and Betka mouth in June 1976. Bruce Pascoe, Phillip Mc Grath and Stephen Croft have a record for June 1974 at the mouth of the Betka. On this occasion the birds were slightly separated from a group of Crested Terns.

119. SOOTY TERN ( Sterna fuscata) On June 23rd 1975, Ken Morrison picked up a live bird grounded in the camp park. This was the first Victorian record. The bird later died and is now in the National Museum. It’s still dead.

120. COMMON TERN (Sterna hirundo) Occasionally seen around the sand bars. Not at all common, despite its name.

121. LITTLE TERN (Sterna albifrons)   Occasionally seen on the islands a reported to be breeding there (E.Y.)

122. CRESTED TERN (Sterna bergii)  A very common bird and breeds on the islands in Bottom Lake. (E.Y.)

123. RED-CROWNED PIGEON ( Ptilinopus regina) Recorded in ‘Emu” ( volume 17) Hard to find records for this bird. The first ( and only) record was reported by Miss Dorron from the old Lakeview Hotel many years ago. She also reported the following species.

124. TOP KNOT PIGEON (Lopholaimus antarticus) Report appeared in “Emu” (volume 17) but like Red Crowned Pigeon, it is hard to find other records.

125. DOMESTIC PIGEON (Colomba livia) A few birds fly around the Mallacoota township, but some birdos suggest that introduced species should appear only in an appendix.

126. SPOTTED DOVE (Streptopelia chinensis) David Plant gives a record from this near National Park residence in 1976. He was very close to the birds and rules out the chance that they may have been Peaceful Doves.

127. BROWN PIGEON(Macropygia amboinensis) jack Buckland saw a pair of these birds on his farm, Marshmead, during the spring of 1976.

128. PEACEFUL DOVE (Geopelia striata) Quite a number of birds around the area. Michael York reported seeing one peacefully feeding on the soccer ground while he was preparing the track for the Athletic Sports. These birds were later untroubled by all the running and jumping, and appear to be residents there and in several other localities around town.

129. EMERALD DOVE “ GREEN WINGED PIGEON” (Chalcophas indica) The only record I have for this appeared in the “Emu” (volume 61)

130. COMMON BRONZEWING ( Phaps chalcoptera) The first edition of “Birds of Mallacoota” indicates that these birds are rare, but they are quite often seen in suitable habitat. One bird is frequently seen neat the Mangan’s Lake bridge and several feed on my track at Maramingo Creek, following a good rain.

131. BRUSH BRONZEWING ( Phaps elegans) The Brush Bronzewing are also said the be rare, but although not as plentiful as the Common, they can be found. One sometimes visits my verandah early in the morning.

132. WONGA PIGEON ( Leucosarcia melanoleuca) The first edtion claims that this bird is also rare, but it is probably more numerous than the Bronzewings. Flocks of eight or so used to feed in between Maloney’s and Wangralea caravan parks. Unfortunately these may move on as this area is being developed very rapidly. Shady Gully has several pairs and other gully areas have their residents. These birds drink from a pond near my bedroom window. At the moment they are not rare, but their habitat is very specific and easily disturbed by development.

133. GLOSSY BLACK COCKATOO (Calyptorohynchus lathami) This bird is rare and with the progress of woodchipping is likely to become more so. A pair are sometimes seen near Double Creek. Three were seen near the Maramingo Creek and three were seen in the Woodchip Pilot Scheme on the Sandy Waterhole Creek, but following the chipping operation these birds have disappeared. These birds feed almost exclusively on Casurina seed cones.

134. YELLOW-TAILED BLACK COCKATOO (Calyptorhynchus funereus) A fairly common sight around the National Park. They have very strong bills and I have seen them fall a 4 inch wattle through with about 4 bites. Bill Bruce claims that they are an excellent barometer of change.

135. GANG-GANG COCKATOO ( Callocephaion fimbriatum) Gang-gangs are sometimes seen around the park, although not as common as the above species. They love the seeds out of black wattles and appear to become quite drowsy(high?) when feeding on them.

136. GALAH (Cacatua roseicapilla) Sometimes a group of a dozen or so appear in the foreshore camp reserve. Not common in this area. A small group were again seen at the camp park in October 1977.

137. LITTLE CORELLA( Cacatua sanguinea) Several birds were seen by ‘Da’ McMahon feeding in the paddocks of Ponderosa at Mirrabooka in spring 1978. This was the first record of the bird.

138. SULPHUR-CRESTED COCKATOO (Cactua galerita) “Introduced” One bird has escaped from captivity but still flies about the Genoa area. There are reports of another bird but whether this one escaped as well is hard to tell.

139. RAINBOW LORIKEET (Trichoglassus haematodus) These birds appear in flocks of up to 50 or so. Their spectacular wheeling flights flash a colour spectrum as they twist and turn in shrieking flight. The flowering gums are a favourite spot for these birds. They feed on blossoms, grass tree spikes and melaleuca shoots. Often seen in the flowering gums outside McKinnon’s place.

140. MUSK LORIKEET ( Glossopsitta concinna) Musk lorikeets are not as common as the Rainbows but are usually seen in the same areas and feed on exactly the same things except they do appear to be more keen on the tea tree flowers.

141. PURPLE-CROWNED LORIKEET ( Glossopitta porphyrocephala) Mush less common then either Rainbow or Musk Lorikeets and only occasional reports appear.

142. LITTLE LORIKEET ( Glossopsitta pusilla) This bird is not common either and records are very hard to find.

143. KING PARROT (Alisterus scapularis) This bird is not common but can be seen fairly frequently in pairs in suitable habitat. One of the most beautiful birds in our forests, King Parrots are seen quite often on the hillside on the road above Genoa flats. Seen I the remote Genoa River gorge in 1978 (B.Y.)

144. SWAMP PARROT “GROUND PARROT” (Pazoporus wallicus wallicus) There are quite a number of Ground Parrots in the area, but they are far from common and having such a specific habitat they can be considered a vulnerable species. Heath lands on the east and west of the entrance are their favourite haunts. Stand in the heaths just on or after dark, and listen. The Ground Parrot has a weird primeval call and has a strange effect on your soul. (B.E.Y.)

145. SWIFT PARROT (Lathamus discolour) Occasional reports are made, but it is probably more common that the sporadic records indicate.

146. CRIMSON ROSELLA ( Platycercus elegans) This bird is slightly more common than the King Parrot, although I have seen up to 20 birds at Peter Kurz’s bird feeder- a truly beautiful sight. (B.E.Y.)

147. BLUE-WINGED PARROT( Neophema chsysotoma) Once again there are only a few records for this bird-all in heath land.

148. EASTERN ROSELLA( Platycerus eximius) David Hollands reports that a pair of birds was present in town through much of 1974 and 1975.

149. TURQUOISE PARROT ( Neophema pulchella) Hans Beste has a record of a female Turquoise Parrot for October 1971

.

150. PALLID CUCKOO (Cuculus pallidus) This bird can usually be seen or heard in most wooded areas during spring and summer. Often calls from exposed dead limbs. The call of the male is about ten notes ascending in semi-tones. Ken nash of Mallacoota has kept records of the arrival of many birds each spring and his notes on cuckoos are particularly interesting. Ken is a good bloke and works out at the aerodrome.

151. BRUSH CUCKOO( Cuculus variolosus) Quite often heard in most parts of the forest during spring and summer. The call has five notes descending in semi-tones over about five seconds.

152. FAN-TAILED CUCKOO (Cucukus pyrrophanus) Quite a common bird I spring and summer and its call is a fast downward trill of about 10 notes over a couple of seconds. (E.Y.)

153. RUFOUS-TAILED BRONZE CUCKOO ‘horsefeld bronze cuckoo’ (Chrysoccyx basalis) 

            This bird is quite common in all forested areas.

154. SHINING BRONZE CUCKOO ‘GOLDEN BRONZE CUCKOO” ( Chrysococcyx basalis)     

This bird is quite common in all forested areas.

155.     INDIAN KOEL ‘KOEL’ ( Eudynamys scolopacea) There is a record for the Koel in the “Emu”  

                   (volume 17) Miss Dorron who lived at Lakeview ( The old pub across the lake) recorded this bird 

 many years ago. She sent specimens of this bird and also those of a Red Crowned Pigeon and the 


       Topknot Pigeon. All three were the first ever records for Victoria. Recently it was reported that 

             Kevin Street (Chief Wildlife Officer, Fisheries and Wildlife division) heard calls of the Koel in the 

             Howe Ranges.

156. CHANNEL-BILLED CUCKOO (Scythropos novahollandiae) Over the past ten years the Becker family of Maramingo Creek have reported hearing and seeing Channel Bills in about five springs during that time. In 1976 the bird appeared in October for about six days and then disappeared again.

157. POWERFUL OWL ( Ninox strenua) Very few records of Powerful Owls are available. The first edition of the “Birds of Mallacoota” reported the presence on one bird near bastion point Road.

158. SPOTTED OWL ‘BOOBOOK’ OWL (Ninox novaeseelandiae) The Boobook is quite common in the area and in quiet areas of the bush the plaintive call is heard frequently. Maree Brackley recently nursed a bird, injured by a car, back to health. She spent many hours collecting food for the bird. Maree has looked after many injured birds and animals found in the Park.

159. BARKING OWL (Ninox connivens) Very few confirmed reports exist for this bird, although, like many other nocturnal species is probably more common than the occasional sighting suggests.

160. BARN OWL (Tyto alba) The Barn Owl is seen fairly frequently in the area. The first edition records that the remains of a bird were found between Karbeethong and Sunny Corner. Other specimens are regularly picked up on roads around the area.

161. MASKED OWL( Tyto Novahollandiae) There are several records of various forms of the Masked Owl in this area.

162. SOOTY OWL ( Tylo tenebri cosa) David Hollands has seen and tap recorded Sooty Owls at Gipsy Point and more recently Beckers have seen and tape recorded a bird near their mill at Maramingo Creek. The call is a weird screeching one and can be heard over great distances in the bush. Very little is known about this bird.

163. TAWNY FROGMOUTH 
( Podargus strigoides) Frogmouths are quite common in the area and can often be seen at night on bush tracks in the park. Often on moonlit nights they can be quite vocal.


164. OWLET NIGHTJAR( Aegotheles cristatus)  Owlet Nightjars are quite frequently seen on my track near maramingo Creek. The birds hunt in thick tea tree scrub and often land on the road and are dazzled by car headlights. The birds appear to be resident in the area for most of the year. Casey Wassink rescued one from his cat in Jul6y 1978.

165. WHITE THROATED NIGHTJAR( Caprimulgus mystacalis) This bird can be seen quite often during late spring and summer immediately following sunset. They sometimes hawk for insects around the street lights near McKinnon’s store, the Mallacoota school and the pub and store at Genoa. Nighjar watching is a pleasant occupation at Maramingo on summer evenings whilst having a quiet beer around the barbeque fire. The birds fly within a few feet of people and occasionally have been seen to land on the ground and appear to feed there.

166. SPINE-TAILED SWIFT (Hirundapus caudacutus) Many of these Swifts search for food during the summer months. They tend to act as a barometer in some ways and tend to run before a storm and fly much lower in unsettled weather.

167. FORK-TAILED SWIFT 
(Apus pacificus) Recorded in “Emu”( volume 17, page 107)We would be interested in further records of the bird’s presence in the area.

168. AZURE KINGFISHER (Ceyx azureus) These beautiful birds are seen quite often in quiet reaches of the rivers and creeks of the area. Many an unsuccessful fishing trip is made worthwhile by the sight of blue flashing wings in the shadows of the foliage overhanging quiet perch holes.

169. KOOKABURRA (Dacelo novaguinea) Very common. Many residents feed these birds and find that they no longer need alarm clocks. The penalties for late breakfasts are many and noisy.

170. SACRED KINGFISHER (Haylcon sancta) Quite common in the area. The populations of Azure and Sacred are probably quite similar. In spring the calls of Sacred Kingfishers are quite loud and harsh and they tend to sit on exposed branches of dead trees and call for quite long intervals.

171. DOLLAR BIRD 
( eutystomus orientalis) One bird reported in “Emu” (volume 17 page 107) but last spring Beckers report a couple of birds at Maramingo Creek. Another devaluation would be disastrous for the population of this species.
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172.
 SUPERB LYREBIRD 
(Menura novaehollandiae) Lyrebirds are common the area, especially around gully areas- Double Creek, Betka River, Wallagaraugh. Howe Ranges. Maramingo Creek and at the Narrows. (B.E.Y.)

173. 
COMMON SKYLARK (Alauda arvenis) This bird was recently seen by Ken Morrinson and any further reports would be appreciated.

174.
 WELCOME SWALLOW (Hirudo neoxena) Quite common throughout the settled areas of the district. (B.E.Y.)

175. 
TREE MARTIN (Cecropis nigricans) Often reported near the aerodrome and westwards as well as in other clearings in the forest.

176. 
FAIRY MARTIN (Ceropis ariel)  Reported as numerous west of the aerodrome and similar habitat.

177.
 RICHARD’S PIPIT, ‘AUSTRALIAN PIPIT’ (Anthus novaeseelandiae) Plentiful in open grasslands and low heath west of the aerodrome and other open grasslands in the area. (E.Y.)

178. BLACK-FACED CUCKOO-SHRIKE ( Coracina novaehollandiae) A fairly common bird and seen throughout the area. (B.E.Y.)

179. WHITE-FACED CUCKOO SHRIKE’LITTLE CUCKOO SHRIKE’ (Coracina papuensis) Recorded between aerodrome and Shipwreck Creek, along Wallagaraugh River, Maramingo Creek and Mallacoota Camp park.

180. CICADA BIRD ( Coracina tenuirostris) These birds are usually located in the creek gullies around the area. The first edition reports that a female at Gipsy Point adopted a ‘frogmouth-like’ attitude when a Sea Eagle circled overhead. (E.)

181. WHITE-WINGED TRILLER (Lalagae seurii) Recorded in “Emu” ( volume 14, page 14). Infrequent sightings reported.

182. SCALY THRUSH ‘GROUND THRUSH’ (Zoothera dauma) These birds are found in the most densely forested areas which have adequate low undergrowth. The birds are quite secretive and are difficult to see as a result of their beautiful mottled plumage. Their wistful song enchants many an autumn sunset.

183. COMMON BLACKBIRD (Turdus merula) Fairly widespread. Seen at Shady Gully, Develings Gully and in many gardens around the town and in Genoa.

184. ROSE ROBIN( Petroica rosea) Birds are quite often seen in jungle gullies around the lake, especially at Shady Gully and Gipsy Point.

185. PINK ROBIN ( Petroica rodingaster) recorded in “Emu” (volume 14 page 141) and slightly less often than the Rose Robins since then.

186. FLAME ROBIN (Petroica phoenicea) Fairly widespread in suitable habitat. (E.Y.)

187. SCARLET ROBIN (Petroica multicolour) Quite common around the whole area. By far the most common of the robins apart from the Yellow Robin.

188. HOODED ROBIN ( Melanodrygas cucullate) The first edition records this bird as being seen in the forest along the Gipsy Point road. A further report has been made from forest near Mirrabooka. This bird must be considered rare for this district. Several observers in the area, most notably David Hollands, have never seen this bird at Mallacoota. All records gratefully received.

189. EASTERN YELLOW ROBIN (Eopsaltria australis) Very plentiful and very friendly. The call of this robin appears to change from district to district. (E.Y.)

190. JACKY WINTER (Microeca leucophaea) Very common. These confiding birds are quite devoted to benign residents who throw out crumbs for them. E.Y.)

191. CRESTED SHRIKE-TIT’EASTERN SHRIKE-TIT’ ( Falcunculus frontatue) These birds are often heard in the tops of trees and less often seen and are fairly widespread. In Shady Gully recently our Bird Group observed a bird feeding on insects in a scroll of bark hanging from a low limb. It casually swung on the bark as we observed it.

192. OLIVE WHISTLER ( Pachycephala olivacea) Reports are made periodically of this birds presence in gully areas, but it not nearly as common as the Golden or Rufous.

193. GOLDEN WHISTLER (Pachycephala pectoralis) Quite commonly heard and seen throughout the park. The call dominates the forest especially in spring and summer. (B.E.Y.)

194. RUFOUS WHISTLER( Pachycephala rufiventris) Not as common as the Golden Whistler but quite often seen and is spread throughout the district. (E.Y.)

195. GREY SHRIKE-THRUSH ( Colluricinla harmonica) Very common throughout the foest areas and one of the birds which has adopted household gardens.

196. BLACK-FACED MONARCH”BLACK-FACED FLYCATCHER” (monarcha melanopsis) This bird is not common but can usually be seen in the jungle areas around the creeks and streams if time is spent waiting. (B.E.Y.)

197. LEADEN FLYCATCHER ( Myiagra rubecula) Leaden Flycatchers are seen in basically the same habitat as the above species with perhaps a greater preference for open timber and are present in approximately the same numbers. Develings Gully and Shady Gully are two favoured areas close to town. (B.E.Y.)

198. SATIN FLYCATCHER ( Myiagra cyanoleuca)  Distributed though out areas of suitable habitat, but less common than the Leaden Flycatcher. More inclined to favour open woodland than preceding species.

199. RESTLESS FLYCATCHER ( Myiagra inquieta) Quite common throughout the area, especially in open farmland and residential gardens.

200. RUFOUS FANTAIL ( Rhipidura rufifrons) Not common, but birds have been seen in a variety of localities of suitable woodland habitat. This beautiful bird in not nearly as common as the Grey Fantail.

201. GREY FANTAIL ( Rhipidura fulignosa) Very common throughout the area. The call of this bird in forested areas has a beautiful tone. (B.E.Y.)

202. WILLIE WAGTAIL (Rhipidura leucophrys) There are surprisingly few Willie Wagtails in this district and they tend to favour the residential area. (B.E.Y.)

203. EASTERN WHIPBIRD (Psophodea olivaceus) Quite common in areas of suitable thick undergrowth. Frequently mimicked by  lyrebirds of the area.

204. SPOTTED QUAIL-THRUSH ( Cinciosoma punctuatum) Usually seen running across tracks in thick vegetation favouring rocky ground. Very hard to flush.

205. CLAMOROUS REED WARBLER ( Acrocephalus stentoreus) Reed Warblers are not commonly seen in the area, but can be heard and see at Hall’s Creek near Genoa. (Also haunt of Little Grass birds)

206. LITTLE GRASSBIRD ( Megalurus aramineus) Several birds on Goodwin Sands, at Howe Bight, marshes on Howe Flat and at Hall’s Creek. Sometimes heard and seen amongst tussocks on sand spits near the entrance.

207. GOLDEN-HEADED CISTICOLA ( Cisticola exellis) Usually associated with grassy 

and swampy areas. Records for this area would be appreciated.

208. RUFOUS SONGLARK (Cinclorhampus mathewsi) Associated with grassy wooded

areas. Not common.

209. BROWN SONGLARK ( Cinclorhampus cruatis) Associated with lightly timbered areas and grassland. Distinctive twitchy tweedle song is heard west of aerodrome and other areas of suitable habitat, e.g. Maramingo Creek,etc Isolated records.

210. SUPERB BLUE WREN (Malurus cyaneus) Quite common in light scrub areas and around settled areas of towns. (B.E.Y.)

211. SOUTHERN EMU-WREN (Stipiturus malachurus) These delicate birds are quite common on heathlands west of the Betka, at Howe Flat and even on grass tree flats near the Maramingo Creek. Presumably  the open plains just out of Mallacoota along the Genoa road would also be favoured areas. One bird seen in 1978 on the edge of Jones’s Creek jungle by Bruce Pascoe.

212. EASTERN BRISTLE BIRD (Dasyornis brachypterus) Bristle birds favour tea tree groves on the edge of heath lands and Howe Flat has several birds which are very difficult to spot, even if you hear the sharp call at very close range. Birds have also been recorded at Lake Barracoota and west of the entrance in suitable habitat. Mallacoota is one of only a few areas that have colonies of Bristle Birds and they should not be unduly disturbed.

213. PILOT BIRD (Pycnoptilus floccosus) The Howe Range is a strong hold of this bird. Other ‘jungle’ gullies also have records of the birds.

214. LARGE-BILLED SCRUBWREN ( Sericornis magnirostris) Richard Loyn has recently seen the bird in jungle gullies at Gipsy Point. Possibly more widely distributed than this.

215. CHESTNUT-RUMPED HYACOLA (Sericornis pyrrhopgius) Bird of the heath land  and seen most commonly on heath between aerodrome and Seal Creek. (B.E.Y.)
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216. FIELDWREN ( Sericornis fulginosus) this bird is quite plentiful in all heath lands around the area.

217. WHITE-BROWED SCRUBWREN (Sericornis frontalis) Scrub Wrens are found in most areas around the National Park.

218. WEEBILL’BROWN WEEBILL’ ( Smicrornis brevirostris) Found in forest country around the area, but not particularly common.

219. BROWN WARBLER (Gerygone mouki) Several pairs usually nest in Shady Gully area and are also found in most jungle gullies. (B.E.Y.)

220. WHITE-THROATED WARBLER( Gerygone olivacea) This lovely bird has an enchanting song which is heard clearly in the bush. The birds are usually associated with creeks and gullies, but can also be seen in Dry Schlerophyl forests.

221. BROWN THORNBILL( Acanthiza pusilla) Brown Thornbills are very common throughout the area and have a wide range of calls, some of which are quite musical. They are far more numerous than Striated Thornbills, and tend to feed on the lower branches and amongst the undergrowth, whereas the Striated, which has a much more limited range of calls, tends to feed higher in the trees. (B.E.Y.)

222. BUFF-RUMPED THRONBILL ( Acanthiza reguioides) these birds are associated with the open forest and have been recorded at Gipsy Point but are not as common as the other Thornbills.

223. YELLOW-RUMPED THORNBILL (Acanthiza chrysorrhoa) Several pairs are in the Mallacoota township area and distributed sparingly around the rest of the township. One pair regularly nest at Nungatta as recorded by Pete Sands.

224. YELLOW THORNBILL (Acanthiza nana) Very rarely seen, but records exist for Shady Gully (unconfirmed) ad Develings Gully ( also unconfirmed) reports of sightings gratefully received.

225. STRIATED THORNBILL (Acanthiza lineata) Not as numerous as Brown Thornbills and as mentioned before, works higher up the trees. (B.E.Y.)

226. VARIED SITTELLA ‘ORANGE WINGED’ (Daphoenostta chrysoptera) Flocks of Sittella are seen in the open forest quite frequently and are usually noticed as a result of their incessant high pitched calls.

227. WHITE-THROATED TREECREEPER ( Climacteris leucophaea) Quite a common bird around the areas of open forest and its distinctive piping call rings clearly around the township.

228. RED-BROWED TREECREEPER ( Climacteris erythrops) Not nearly as common as White Throats but plentiful enough in more dense forest. Shady Gully is a good place to see these birds.

229. RED WATTLEBIRD (Anthochaer carunculata) Quite common, especially around areas of Banksia, but also favours eucalypts. Not as common as the Little Wattle Bird.

230. LITTLE WATTLEBIRD (Anthochaera chrysoptera) Very common bird of this area and their clucking and maniac calls resound around the foreshore areas. They also favour open forest, but the banksia groves are their stronghold. Behind the sand dunes of Big Beach Little Wattlebirds and New Holland ( Yellow-winged) Honeyeaters are present in huge numbers.

231. NOISY FRIARBIRD (Philemon corniculatus) Very rare in this district. Any reports of this bird would be greatly appreciated. The first edition has a record from “Emu” (volume 4 page 144)

232. REGENT HONEYEATER (Xanthomysa phrygia) Distributed reasonably widely throughout the area (Shipwreck Creek, Wallagaraugh River and in banksias west of aerodrome), but not at all common.

233. BELL MINER (Manirina melanophrys) Colonies of bell birds appear along most creeks and gully areas. The birds a highly gregarious and have very distinct territorial boundaries which they defend noisily against all other birds except hawks and eagles which they greet with timid silence. Bell birds have two calls: the beautiful bell tinkle and a harsh squeaking and churring noise which many people mistake for another bird. I have a colony which bathe in my bird bath each morning and evening. I have also seen them ‘preening’ between each others toes.

234. NOISY MINER (Manorina melanocephala) reported in “Emu” ( volume 14 page 144). Any further records would be very important sightings.

235. LEWIN’S HONEYEATER (meliphaga lewinii) Sen in Shady Gully, Davis Creek, Buckland’s Gully, Wallagaraugh, Betka River and in grevillias beside the pool at the Mallacoota Hotel. Hmmm! After the nectar?

236. YELLOW-FACED HONEYEATER ( Lichenostromus Chrysops) A common bird in the area wherever suitable habitat exists. The first edition records that one bird was seen removing the lining from a Chough’s nest. (B.E.Y.)

237. WHITE-EARED HONEYEATER (Lichenostomus flavus) Not a common honeyeater but birds are quite widely distributed throughout the area.

238. YELLOW-TUFTED HONEYEATER ( Lichenostomus melanops) Maramingo Creek is a stronghold of this bird and they can be observed quite readily around the bridge.

239. WHITE-PLUMED HONEYEATER ( Lichenostomus penicillatus) This bird is reported in the “Emu” (volume 14 page 144) Many experienced birdos doubt this record as no recent records exist for the bird in this area.

240. BROWN-HEADED HONEYEATER (Melithreptus brevirostris) Found in Shady Gully, Davis Creek, timber west of aerodrome, Marshmead and Genoa.

241. WHITE-NAPED HONEYEATER ( Melithreptus brevirostris) Found in all timbered areas around the area. (E.Y.)

242. CRESCENT HONEYEATER ( Pylidonyris pyrrhoptera)  Not a common bird but fairly widely distributed around the area with low scrub. Favours melaleuca in creek beds.

243. NEW-HOLLAND HONEYEATER( Pylidonyris novaehollandiae) Very common bird in the area. Favours any area of banksias and melaleuca. Little Wattlebirds and New Holland Honeyeaters abound in banksia and leptosperum forest behind the Big Beach sand dunes.

244. TAWNY-CROWNED HONEYEATER (Phylidonyris melanops) Plentiful in heath country from Betka River to Little Ram Head and also eastwards from Howe Flat. Often seen on posts and dead limbs of low scrub near aerodrome.

245. EASTERN SPINEBILL ( Acanthorhunchus tenuirostris) Very common in this area and are visitors to most gardens in the town. They love the fushcias grown in some gardens and visitors to Gabo View flats will have them outside their window throughout the day. The open forest also resounds to their strident call.

246. SCARLET HONEYEATER ( Myzomela sanguinolentra) The first edition records them for Shady Gully, but sightings are very few and far between. The first edition of the “Birds of Mallacoota” states that the Angophora is their favourite food and as the westerly limit of this tree is Mount Drummer the Scarlet Honeyeater is restricted to this area also. Records of this bird are most important. I can find no recent records.

247. WHITE-FRONTED CHAT (Ephthianura albifrons) these birds are seen quite often in areas of suitable habitat. Records exist for Bastion Point, Betka River, Howe Bight, Howe Flat and sand spits near the entrance.

248. MISTLETOE BIRD ( Dicaeum hirundinaceum) Widely distributed throughout the area, but not in great numbers. The many varieties of mistletoe in this area are the preferred diet of these beautiful birds.

249. SPOTTED PARDALOTE (Pardalotus punctatus) Sparsely scattered in all forest areas throughout the park.

250. STRIATED PARDALOTE ( Pardalotus striatus) Once again not numerous but distributed widely throughout the area.

251. SILVEREYE ( Zosterops lateralis) These birds are common in the home gardens around the town, but not so common in the bush.

252. EUROPEAN GOLDFINCH (Carduelis carduelis) Reasonably common around the town and brush along fence lines of cleared paddocks.

253.  EUROPEAN GREENFINCH( cardeulis choris) Not at all common but has been seen recently down near Devlin’s inlet. Usually observed in tall melaleucas around the foreshore. It does not appear to be multiplying as quickly as the Goldfinch and the Starling.

254. HOUSE SPARROW ( Passer domesticus) Quite common around the town area and some of the cleared farmland.

255. RED-BROWED FIRETAIL (Emblema temporalis) this is the most common finch in the area and is distributed widely throughout the area. Quite commonly seen around town.

256. BEAUTIFUL FIRETAIL ( Emblema bella) Not very common at all but can sometimes be seen in heath and woodland around the area.

257. DIAMOND FIRETAIL ( Emblema puttata) This bird is not reported much at all. The only report we have is from the “Emu” (volume 14 page 144) This bird needs to be confirmed as resident in the area.

258. COMMON STARLING (Sturmus vulgaris) Unfortunately this bird is increasing in numbers in the area and is frequently seen around the town and in open habitat.

259. OLIVE-BACKED ORIOLE (Oriolus sagittatus) This bird is scattered very widely through the area in small numbers, but is definitely not uncommon. Quite often heard in the forests.

260. SPANGLED DRONGO ( Dicurus hottentottus) Dozens of Spangled Drongoes are often reported to be sitting on wires outside the Bakers. Hmmm! The Drongo has only been recorded a few times in this area, much less often than the Starlings for which it is mistaken. W. Hunter, Mallacoota’s resident naturalist many years back, recorded this bird. Unfortunately, Hunter’s house and land are no more, and that area of Mallacoota is but a shadow of its former beauty. Bill Hunter who recorded all the flora in that area of town would turn in his grave to see the place now. Sorry Bill.

261. SATIN BOWERBIRD (Ptilonorhynchus vioaseus) Satin Bowerbirds are a pest which is tolerated only after great self-discipline in this area. Many a red-faced gardener has issued silent threats after finding devastated vegetable seedlings. The only way to succeed is to fully enclose vegetables in mesh enclosures. Anyway, there are plenty of very plump birds in the area and bowers can be seen reasonably often. (B.E.Y.)

262. WHITE-WINGED CHOUGH ( Corcorax melanorhamphos) Choughs are quite often seen in small parties ( usually 8-16 birds-) in most areas of the park. (B.E.Y.)

263. AUSTRALIAN MAGPIE LARK ( Grallina cyanoleuca) This bird is not very common and is usually associated with the more developed areas including the town and farmland. I have a pair, who together with a pair of magpies, tap at their reflections in my windows. The beak offers a serious threat to the glazing of rear view mirrors. Their decorating techniques are also much deplored.

264. MASKED WOOD-SWALLOW (Artamus personatus)  One bird was recorded by Ken Morrison at Lakeview on 22.10.71.

265. WHITE-BROWED WOODSWALLOW ( Artamus superciliosus)  the first edition of “Birds of Mallacoota” reports that “on the 11th November 1962, when the day became dull and cloudy, a flock of at least 50 birds flew in from the north-west, to the east of Shipwreck Creek and on reaching the coast they diverted their course and flew south along the coast”

.

266. DUSKY WOODSWALLOW( Artamus cyanopterus) Dusky Woodswallows are quite plentiful throughout the area.

267. GREY BUTCHERBIRD ( Cracticus torquatus) Grey Butcherbirds are not common in this area and are more often seen than heard and become particularly noticeable in the autumn as a result of their beautiful rolling calls, Associated with open forest.

268. AUSTRALIAN MAGPIE (Gymnorhina tibicen) Reasonably common in the area, particularly in open farmland and about the towns. Most of our birds have the white back, although the first edition of “Birds of Mallacoota” reports a black backed bird at Marshmead. (B.E.Y.)

269. PIED CURRAWONG (Stepera graculina) Hang up your binoculars if you can’t find a Pied Currawong. Very common throughout the area and an absolute demon on ripening tomatoes. (B.E.Y.)

270. GREY CURRAWONG ( Strepera  versicolor) Very seldom seen in the area, but when they are found, usually in the company of Pied Currawongs. They have a completely different call which is much higher pitched.

271. AUSTRALIAN RAVEN ( Corvus coronoides) Quite plentiful around the area. In November 1977 a huge number of ravens (40-50) were flying from all directions to a spot on the south side of the Princes Highway, near Genoa. One can only speculate on the cause of this behaviour. The Little Raven may also be in this srea together with plenty of “Raven Lunatics”.
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Supplementary List

BIRDS OF MALLACOOTA 1977

Look out for these birds which are likely visitors to this area.

1.
YELLOW THROATED SCRUB WREN 
(Richard Loyne wonders whether this bird may be here.

2. WHITE-CHEEKED HONEYEATER ( A possibility)

3.
BROWN TREE-CREEPER (
Slater’s maps suggest that it should be found here.

4. PHEASANT COUCAL (This bird has not been listed in the Nadgee list, but several locals believe it is in the Mallacoota area)

5. LARGE DOTTEREL (Charadius leschenaultii) We have a report from Jim Mattiske (know to his friends as Big Jim) that a Large Dotterel was seen here in October 1976.

6.
BROWN BITTERN 
(Some unconfirmed reports of a bird similar to this have been received)

The following birds are recorded in the Nadgee Nature Reserve list of 1974, but so far have not been recorded in Mallacoota. The list does not give scientific names.

7.
BLUE WINGED SHOVELLER . Possible. Suitable habitat available.

8. SOUTHERN STONE CURLEW (Some locals say that this bird has been heard here also,  a recent report came in which matched the description of the bird.)

9. CAPE PETREL ( Norm Hodson has a very positive report of a bird answering this description seen near Gabo Island)

10.
LITTLE RAVEN A call similar to that of this bird is sometimes heard in the area and Slater’s map indicates that it could be found here. Slater writes that the Australian Raven’s call is a series of ‘ahhs’ which fade away like a death rattle.

