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The Two Bradys – Associations with Carcoar

Notes from Research in Mitchell Library, Sydney, 21 June, 2000

Edward John Brady (1830 – 1914)
(Reference here is Edwin Brady’s “Two Frontiers’ published by Frank Johnson, 350 George Street, Sydney, 1944.  Note: it is not stated that is biography except in the Library’s cad index, hence perhaps its listing in the Oxford as semi-fictional. However it is obvious from other references that the gist of it is correct as detailed hereunder.) 

Edward John Brady was born in County Clare, Ireland, in February 1830 and recorded in the parish register as “son of Edmund Brady, man of no profession and Ann Molloy, his wife”.  The Christening was performed by the Rev. Thomas Brady of the Church of Ireland (then known as the Anglican Church).

When he was born his father, Edmund, was 38 years of age and a long-time supporter of Daniel O’Connell.  Edmund’s father was Hugh Brady.  From an early age Edward John ran, rather than rode to hounds and fished for salmon, succeeding in evading what he obviously saw as the dull routine of class rooms.  He had red hair and two older sisters Christine and Isabella.  He was given a flintlock on his 12th birthday.

Edwin comments hereabouts “The Irish are a people with whom you can always laugh but never reason.  Their virtues are known.  Their failings have been sufficiently advertised.  They have fought rearguard actions for lost causes since the dawn of history and found, in imaginative memories, a consolation for defeat.  Laughter and tears like the two reins of a bridle”.  Certainly Edward John appears to have inherited the unconventional characteristics of his father.

On a chance visit to Limerick as a boy he is said to have witnessed a public execution in which four men paid the penalty for infringing one or other of the 162 capital offences then on the statute books.  He was involved with his father in raiding a moonshiner’s still and later stowed away on a barque he believed was found for New Orleans, though it proved to be Glasgow bound.  Found and carpeted by the captain, he won the latter’s favour and was put to work washing dishes and subsequently returned to Ireland on the vessel.

Apart from Christine and Isabella, Edward John had younger siblings, Alice, Harriet and Anthony Hugh.  After the death of their mother(Ann Molloy) Alice, Christina and Isabella migrated to Australia.  Anthony died in the potato famine years, in about 1847 or 48, possibly of yellow fever, which was raging at the time.  Edward John was stricken but survived.  A bank draft from his sisters in Australian to help him migrate was insufficient but took him to Liverpool to join a vessel of 500 tons or so bound for New York.  The average crossing in those times was 34 days and this vessel took 35 days.

He later commented that Irish folk in the vicinity of New York “folded him to their hearts as the Gulf Stream folds itself around Ireland”.  Then 20 years of age, he picked apples on the Hudson River and subsequently became a deckhand on  Mississippi River vessel.  He fought in the Union Army in the Civil War and remained in the service until 1859, when he was 29 years of age.  He then served, apparently for four years as an able seaman on a whaler operating in the North Pacific, subsequently re-visiting Ireland, where all but his sister Harriet had died, his father having migrated earlier to Australia. 

Edward John decided to migrate to Australia and finally took ship for Melbourne in 1862.  On arrival he set out for Sydney, apparently on foot, taking a short term job as a wool presser in northern Victoria on the way.  In Sydney he found his father, quite by chance, watching a vessel docking at Circular Quay and was subsequently re-united with his three sisters, all married and living in the Sydney area.  He had retained his father’s rebel characteristics, was an agnostic and an admirer of Voltaire and Thomas Paine.  His sisters dissuaded him from returning to America and he joined the Mounted Police in Sydney.  This was just after the Lambing Flat riots, new what is now known as the town of Young, and the Eugowra gold escort robbery and police recruits were being sent to one of the four N.S.W. divisions, at Sydney Armidale, Goulburn and Bathurst.  With many others Edward John was ordered to Bathurst and the following day seconded to Carcoar.

According to Edwin’s account, Carcoar was then a cold, colonial village of 370 inhabitants, surrounded by forested hills. Apparently his father was stationed at Carcoar for some six of seven years, with several others, as he was transferred to Oberon in about 1870 a year after Edwin’s birth in 1869.

Much of this period was spent in scouring the hills in futile search for Hall and Gardiner and associates, following false leads fed to the police by numerous sympathisers of the bushrangers.  It was said that the latter were informed of every move made by the police and that the forces of law and order were informed of very little, if anything.

Edward John had some close calls whilst on escort duty and apparently it was he, in the company of a Sergeant Merrin who delivered Michael Burke’s body to the mortuary at Carcoar Hospital after the Dunn’s Plains hold-up.  It appears that hardly a day passed without a report of armed robbery, chase, capture or escape in the central west.  He speculated on the possible reason he had received no injury during these years and was of the opinion that a Hall associate met socially at an early stage had taken a liking to him and had told his associates to “lay off Brady”.

Interestingly Edwin wrote that “older police at Bathurst did not entirely discredit Ben Hall.  They regarded him than and afterwards as a misguided man.  Domestic tragedy had driven him to desperation.  His record as a citizen was good.”

However, Edward was married in Melbourne in 1868 to Hannah, a Werribee girl he had met in Victoria four years earlier and they lived in Carcoar, then with a population of 400, until 1870 when he was transferred to Oberon.  From that point onwards, until his retirement, he served at Oberon with temporary postings to Kurrajong and Condobolin, but always returning to Oberon.  Apparently he retired in the early 1880’s and with Hannah revisited America, returning to Sydney on the barque “City of New York” in December 1882.  He preferred America to Australia  but Hannah, whom it seems was American-born wanted to live in Australia.  He agreed to this, but remained an American citizen.  They built a brick house on the heights of Woollahra, in Sydney, where they overlooked the sea.  Edward had been interested in natural history and taxidermy and continued with this, sending shipments of native fauna to museums in Australia and overseas. He revisited the central west frequently in a buckboard with shotgun and fishing rod and accompanied by a black retriever.  He died in Sydney on 16 October 1914.  Hannah outlived him.

It might be of interest that Edward John had earlier been connected to Catholicism by his mother, abandoning his agnostic stance and his Episcopalian family background which stretched back three hundred years.  His father, Edmund, had died in Sydney in 1875, declining benefit of clergy offered by the two denominations.

Edwin James Brady (1896-1952)  

(Reference here is “Life’s Highway”, which, as it is not  comprehensive, he preferred to call a book of reminiscences.  It has apparently never appeared in book form but was published in the quarterly “Southerly” in instalments commencing in early 1953.  “Southerly” is of course the publication of the English Department of Sydney University.)

Southerly No. 3 of 1952 carried a brief notice of the death of Edwim James Brady, who died at Mallacoota Vic. on 22 July, 1952.  This issue also included a frontispiece portrait of E.J.B.  This publication would have been in September of that year.

The following issue, No. 4, of December 1952 gave introductory comments to Life’s Highway, stating that his father, Edward John Brady was a trooper in the Mounted Police and was transferred from Carcoar to Oberon twelve months after the writer’s birth, which latter occurred on 7 August 1869.

Edwin James had early memories of being taken by his mother, Hannah, to visit Irish people at Fish River, where at an early age he learnt of the Irish famine and also something of leprechauns.  He refers to periods at Kurrajong and Condobolin and the return to Oberon when he was 4-6 years olf.  He describes the cottage there as having a shingle toof and standing beside a dusty road.  There is mention of two ot three years in the Riverina (he doesn’t say where) and return to Condobolin, thence back to Oberon.

There is little on Carcoar, predictably as his father was transferred when he was twelve months old, though he must have returned at some stage.  He refers to it as “a colonial bush village, situated in a hollow overhung by big hills of the Great Dividing Range, a recent haunt of bushrangers, Ben Hall, Gilbert and other characters.”

No. 1 of 1953, March of that year.  Edwin refers to being the only offspring of a mixed marriage and to being given an overdose of religion, though from his early years poetry, he says, was his antidote.  His father sprang from a long line of Protestants going back to Henry 8th, his mother from a line of Catholics going back to the Roman Emperor Constantine or thereabouts.  He obliquely refers to a conflict of mind engendered by this combination.  His experiences at religious and secular schools however were much them same.

He then discusses life at Oberon, where he says the winters lasted eight months – March to October.  The sounds of the night are mentioned – the call of the mopoke, the distant howl of dingoes, the cry of the curlew, amongst other fauna.  The aborigines had be that time all been killed or dies out, the farmers grew mainly wheat and oats, helping one another at harvest time.  Coursing enthusiasts had introduced hares to the area, as to Bathurst and life generally, he says, was rough and crude.  He always knew when it was going to snow because of the “dark special snow sky”.  Edwin comments here too that he had become a voracious reader, that he never “read” books, he devoured them.

About this time he father took him to visit relatives, presumably his aunts and grandfather, in Sydney and he remarks that it would have been easy to qualify for sainthood under these circumstances.

No. 3 of September, 1953.  He became a pupil at the Marist Brothers school, presumably in Harrington Street, Sydney, mentioned elsewhere, in 1884, following a short period at St. Mary’s school, presumably in Kent Street, where the Genesian Theatre stands today.  In both cases his comparisons were the poets Christopher Brennan and Roderic Quinn, who became his lifelong friends.  He passed Civil Service exams which qualified him for an official appointment, which, he says, he “providentially escaped  Following this he took employment on a construction site, rather unhappily, then returned to school to study civil engineering.

More usefully for him, he found work as a timekeeper on Dalgety’s wharves at Miller’s Point for twelve months and then as a cargo delivery clerk at Towns Bond Store, transferring from there to Dalgety’s head office in Bent Street, where he soon became chief clerk in the Merchandise Department for two years, a position which utterly bored him.

However since he was sixteen years of age he had been writing short stories, articles and verse for newspapers and in 1889, at the age of twenty, he came in contact with Ernest Blackwell of Centennial Magazine and took up residence at Annandale.  He had adopted republican sentiments and was greatly affected by the burning of the libraries at Cordoba and Alexandria on the orders of cardinal and caliph respectively and by the persecution of Galileo and the burning of Bruno by the Inquisition.  Under these influences he gradually became radical and anti-clerical and particularly after the Maritime Strike of 1890, which greatly altered Australian politics and his own direction in life.

No. 4 of December 1954.  This issue of Southerly continued Edwin Brady’s reminiscences after several numbers which sometimes contained no instalment, sometimes recollections of other literary figures of the time.  But there is little of Brady’s life here either, aside from his comment that “Cities have only a transient appeal for me.  Lure of bush and sea have drawn me away from noisy streets, regimented buildings and stereotyped crowds.”

No. 4 of December 1955.   The instalments of “Life’s Highway” conclude with this issue and finally we have some slight detail of his family life and more idea of his deeper feelings.  He writes: “For thirty-five years my beloved partner, Norma, bore happily, not only with my personal peculiarities but also with the austerities that wait upon the man of letters here.  I am a rationalist, but of one thing I am certain: after God moulded Norma He broke the die.”  They decided to go to Mallacoota, a place they had never seen and of which they knew very little, and arrived there in February 1909 with three young children, three tents and a month’s supplies.  In those days it was four days journey from Melbourne and Edwin remarked that “the dead hand of officialdom kept Gippsland down for decades”.

One Man’s View of E.J. Brady.  Under this title Southerly’s issue No. 1 of March 1954 had carried an article by Oscar Mendelsohn, from which we learn more of Edwin Brady’s personality than we are likely to learn from any other source after this lapse of time.

Mendelsohn writes that Brady was 82 when he died, that he was know for his intensity, gusto, elan, vitality, fervour, ebullience, verve, raciness.  The nearest he could get to a brief description of Edwin was to describe him as a “human catalyst”.  He tells us that the poet had auburn hair and in his mid-fifties looked fifteen years less (as in fact he also did in the frontispiece portrait of Southerly No. 3 of September, 1952, taken six months before his death).  But Mendelsohn continues and informs us that he was the life of any gathering, that anything could be said and examined on it intellectual merits, that he was free from rancour and envy.  Brady, he wrote, was thoroughly aware of his own eccentricities.  

Note:  A memorial plinth to Edwin James Brady is to be found at Mallacoota.  A photograph of same appeared in “Australasian Post” magazine some three or four years ago accompanying an article on Brady written by Frank Hardy.  Hardy also quoted some lines of verse written for Edwin Brady by his close friend Henry Lawson who was greatly helped in his personal troubles by Brady’s generosity and good nature.  The verse ended with the following lines:




Here’s a health to E.J. Brady,




Here’s a blessing for you, Ted.

All the evidence points to the outstanding qualities of the two Bradys, father and son.  

Apparently there is no connection with the Bradys of Carcoar in later years.

NOTE FOR EDNA:  Is this Lawson’s poem or is it from Ted Harrington’s memorial poem?

The following publications of Edwin James Brady ate held by the Mitchell Library, Sydney, according to the card index system.

Poetry:
The Ways of Many Waters. pp 155 The Bulletin 1899, republished Lothian, Melbourne.


The Earthen Floor, 34 poems, The Grip, Grafter, 1902


Bush Land Ballads, 1910


Bells and Hobbles, 1911


The House of the Winds, pp 157 Harrap, London, 1919 (2 copies)


Wonders of the Seas, pp 63 1933

Songs”
The Flag of the South – lyrics, patriotic song.

There’s Something at the Yardarm – music H. Gleeson, lyrics E.J. Brady, Chappells, Sydney, 1931.

Prose:

The King’s Caravan: Across Australian in a Wagon, 1911



River Rovers with photographs by Brady, 1911



Australia Unlimited, 1918 (2 copies)

East Coast Railway Nowra to Orbost (Transport by Land and Sea) 1920.

Tom Pagdin, Pirate, 1991.  Novel, illustrated by Lionel Lindsay.  Published by N.S.W. Bookstall.  (3 copies)

Picturesque Port Phillip.  pp 135  Illustrated.

Sydney Harbour pp 66 published Sydney Printing Works.

The Land of the Sun pp 303 London, Edward Arnold, 1924. (3 copies)

Doctor Mannix, Archbishop of Melbourne pp 324, 1934

Two Frontiers (biography of Edward John Brady 1830-1914) pp 315 published frank Johnson, Sydney 1944.

Billy Hughes as Humorist, 1946

The Bloke and Some other Bards, 1947

Dreams and Realities with plans for East Gippsland settlement byL. Rubenstein pp 221. York Press, Melbourne 1944.

Editing and Introductions:


Creeve Roe, poetry by Victor Daley.  Foreword by E.J. Brady

Economics and Finance of a New Order by E.H. Anderson, foreword by E.J. Brady

The Golden Key to Peace, Progress and Prosperity, by L. Rubentein,

Melbourne 1943.

Song of Nature and Other Poems by Harris Hastings Pearce, foreword by E.J. Brady.

Articles, Ballads in Magazines, etc.:



The Clerk and the Capitalist, from Centennial Magazine, Sept 1890.



The Law of the Tongue from Australia Today, 1910



The Tragedy of the Long Horned Steer from Australia Today, 1911



The Task – A Ballad of Australia from Australia Today 1912

Let’s Go to Fasoli’s (story) from Focus, Aug. 1947

He Looked for Riches (story) from Life’s Digest September, 1948

David Scott Mitchell (article?) from Life’s Digest March 1949.

Cultured voices in Australia (article?) from Biblionews July 1952

Depression and its Cure (article) 

